
MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam 
rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 
Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni do-
lores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit 
amet, consectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam 
aliquam quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit la-
boriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate 
velit esse quam nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem 
aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo 
enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos 
qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, con-
sectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi temporafndiofg. 

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem 
aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo 
enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos 
qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, con-
sectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam aliquam 
quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, 
nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse 
quam nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem 
aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo 
enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos 
qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, con-
sectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi tempora incidunt ut labore et dolore magnam aliquam 
quaerat voluptatem. Ut enim ad minima veniam, quis nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, 
nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur? Quis autem vel eum iure reprehenderit qui in ea voluptate velit esse 
quam nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem 
aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 
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The SACL’s mission is 

to ensure that citizens of 

Saskatchewan who have 

intellectual disabilities 

are valued, supported 

and included members of 

society and have 

opportunities & choices 

in all aspects of life.

The SACL makes meaningful change for individuals with intellectual disabilities and their 
families throughout Saskatchewan by providing a diverse variety of supports including 
advocacy, employment, education, strategic initiatives, and family programs. 



OUR IDENTITY - WHO WE ARE

The Saskatchewan Association for Community Living (SACL) began over 60 years ago when Dr. John 
Dolan decided that his daughter had the right to an education. Dr. Dolan placed an advertisement in 
a local Saskatoon newspaper to recruit other parents of children with intellectual disabilities who be-
lieved in the right to an education for their child. This advertisement sparked the beginning of the SACL 
and our grassroots movement.

Today, the SACL is a provincial, charitable non-profit organization that provides support in a variety of 
ways to individuals with intellectual disabilities, parents, siblings, other family members, friends and 
community-based organizations all over Saskatchewan. This is made possible through our strong grass-
roots branch membership and partnerships with local, provincial, and federal governments, communi-
ty-based organizations, and donors.

Our team of talented and passionate staff work tirelessly to provide direct, one-on-one supports to 
thousands of individuals and families across Saskatchewan on an annual basis. While we do not currently 
have the capacity to directly support the estimated 16,500 individuals living with intellectual disability 
in Saskatchewan, we continually look for ways to create systemic change in order to improve their lives 
and the lives of their families. This work has led to the implementation of key Provincial Government 
programs and funding mechanisms such as Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability (SAID), which 
impacts over 18,000 adults of varying disabilities across Saskatchewan.

However, even after more than 60 years of work, isolation, exclusion and poverty are still the norm 
for many people living in Saskatchewan with an intellectual disability. We are still working to fulfill Dr. 
John Dolan’s founding goal that every child be included in the classroom. Our work continues to grow, 
but we know that if we continue to work with our partners, communities, and other community-based 
organizations we can continue to raise awareness and improve the lives of people with intellectual 
disabilities in Saskatchewan so that everyone is valued, supported, and included in all aspects of life.
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OUR IDENTITY - WHAT WE BELIEVE

Our Vision
All individuals are valued, supported and included in all aspects of life.

Our Mission is to ensure that citizens of Saskatchewan who have intellectual disabilities are valued, sup-
ported and included members of society and have opportunities and choices in all aspects of life.

Our Values

     • Respect and Dignity
     • Inclusion
     • Accountability
     • Cooperation and Collaboration
     • Integrity and Honesty
     • Innovation

Our Principles
Any philosophy or action must take into account the following tenets:

     • Individuals of all ages with an intellectual disability are citizens of their country, entitled to consider-
        ation, respect and protection under the law.

     • Individuals with an intellectual disability shall live, learn, work and enjoy life in the community and 
        shall be included and valued.

     • Individuals with an intellectual disability shall be provided with all supports necessary to realize the 
        fullest use of their abilities.

     • Intellectual disability shall not justify any form of discrimination.

The SACL believes that people with intellectual disabilities have the same personal rights and responsi-
bilities as anyone else, including the right to an education, medical services, residential options, recre-
ation and leisure, relationships, and meaningful work. For more information about the values and princi-
ples that guide all of our actions, please refer to the SACL’s Statement of Beliefs and Positions on Social 
Issues, which can be found on our website at www.sacl.org.



OUR IDENTITY - WHAT WE DO

Advocacy
We provide individualized support and advocacy to individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families 
when they are experiencing difficulties or challenges. The SACL’s Community Inclusion Consultants provide sup-
port by helping individuals navigate systems, including government systems, non-profit programs, or privately 
owned businesses.

Employment, Education and Transition 
The SACL helps individuals with intellectual disabilities find community employment, find support for post-sec-
ondary education, and make the transition from student to adult life.

Family Network
The SACL engages families of individuals with intellectual disabilities in workshops and recreational activities 
designed to strengthen families and build relationships with peers.

Northern Partnerships for Inclusion
There is a lack of access to necessary services and supports in Northern Saskatchewan for people with intellectual 
disabilities. Through the Northern Partnerships for Inclusion, the SACL is focusing attention on building the case 
for the creation of services for people with intellectual disabilities in Northern Saskatchewan.

Ready, Willing & Able
Ready, Willing & Able is a national initiative led by the Canadian Association for Community Living to increase the 
labour force participation of people with intellectual disabilities or Autism Spectrum Disorder by making connec-
tions between employers and agencies, supporting employers, and raising awareness.

Self-Advocacy
The SACL’s provincial Self-Advocacy group’s workshops and recreational activities is a leadership program de-
signed to assist individuals with intellectual disabilities to become advocates for themselves and for others in their 
communities.

Self-Directed Funding (SDF)
The SACL is instrumental in the ongoing development of Self-Directed Funding , offered by the Ministry of Social 
Services, and continues to provide support and information to individuals and families as they access SDF.

Systemic Advocacy
The SACL uses the knowledge that we gain while working with individuals with intellectual disabilities, their fam-
ilies, and with systems to identify areas where changes are necessary to provide the best services and support 
possible.
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OUR GOALS - CITIZENSHIP

Each September, the Saskatchewan Association for Community Living’s Board of Directors and membership re-
view the existing strategic objectives and any new potential initiatives. They then determine the priorities for each 
upcoming year based on several factors including importance, current workload, and resource capacity. The SACL 
Board and membership take into account the progress of existing initiatives by supporting them to completion 
or, at minimum, to a stage at which they can be successfully launched before adding new initiatives. This process 
ensures that the SACL staff stays focused on what is of most importance to the membership, allowing existing 
priorities and projects to be implemented or acted upon while planning for future key strategic initiatives.

To achieve the vision and fulfill its mission, the SACL works to ensure that the following elements are fully present 
in individuals’ lives: Citizenship, Membership, and Self-Determination.

To the SACL, Citizenship means having one’s rights and freedoms respected and protected, but also having the 
opportunity to meet one’s obligations as participating and contributing citizens. To reach this goal, the SACL is 
focusing on the following initiatives:
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Northern Partnerships for Inclusion
There is a broad range of evidence indicating a lack of supports in Northern Saskatchewan for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities. Historically, individuals requiring support have been moved to Southern lo-
cations to access services or gone with little or no community-based supports. The SACL developed the 
Northern Partnerships for Inclusion to address this need and act as a facilitator in developing culturally ap-
propriate, Northern-based support services so that Northern inhabitants can achieve full Citizenship within 
their communities.

In the three years that this project has been in existence we have made substantial progress in fostering 
collaboration, building community capacity, and erasing jurisdictional boundaries. This has led to tangible 
results such as greater access to services like transition planning, day programming, and group homes. 
Over the next three years, our goals are to continue to collaborate with the Ministry of Social Services’ 
Community Living Service Delivery and to be the catalyst for systemic change in Northern Saskatchewan

Disability Income Support Coalition
The Disability Income Support Coalition (DISC) was founded in 2006 by the SACL and 19 other disability 
advocacy organizations in Saskatchewan with the goal of creating a separate income support system for 
people with disabilities. At the time, people with disabilities were primarily accessing the Social Assistance 
Program (SAP), a program originally intended for short-term lapses in employment.

Working closely with the Ministry of Social Services, the Disability Income Support Coalition spearheaded 
the creation of the Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability (SAID) in 2009.  For people experiencing 
disability, SAID is a significant improvement over SAP; however, there are still improvements that need to be 
made so that its recipients can experience full Citizenship within their communities. With over 40 member 
organizations now involved, the Disability Income Support Coalition remains active in advocating for SAID 
and the SACL will continue to be a key player.



OUR GOALS - MEMBERSHIP

Membership in society, with full inclusion in schools, places of work, and the community as a whole is an incredibly 
important part of life. To ensure that the people we support experience Membership within their communities, the 
SACL is increasing its efforts in the following areas:
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Inclusive Education
The SACL believes that Inclusive Education means that all students attend and are welcomed by their 
neighbourhood schools in age-appropriate, regular classes and are supported to learn, contribute and par-
ticipate in all aspects of the life of the school. Inclusive Education is about how we develop and design our 
schools, classrooms, programs, and recreational activities so that all students learn and participate together.

However, the SACL has identified that access to Inclusive Education in Saskatchewan could be improved. 
For the next three years, the SACL is dedicating resources into investigating the challenges that exist in 
schools around the province and the best methods to foster Inclusive Education throughout Saskatchewan. 
We are confident that by working with Ministry of Education and our dedicated teachers and school ad-
ministrators we can make our classrooms and schools a place where everyone is included and experiences 
true Membership.

Valley View Centre Transition
The Saskatchewan Government founded the Valley View Centre in 1955 with the intention that it would be 
a state-of-the-art training school for people with intellectual disabilities. Over the years, however, the focus 
shifted from education to long-term residential care in an institutionalized setting. The SACL, along with 
its member association Valley View Centre Family Group, advocated for the closure of the Centre and the 
relocation of its residents into communities of their choosing.

Today, the SACL plays a critical role in the closure of Valley View Centre. Together with the Ministry of Social 
Services, the SACL works directly with residents and their families through all aspects of planning before, 
during and after they transition. The SACL has been actively working to represent the interests of the 208 
people living at at Valley View in 2012 and their families as they transition to community based services. 
We provide support and advocacy to 75% of the residents, and will continue to do so until the closure is 
complete and when they live in the community. 

As outlined in the Valley View Centre Transition Planning Recommendations, the SACL ensures that the 
individual is at the centre of their transition and that all of the choices about where they live, who they live 
with, and how they live in the community are entirely their own. Valley View Centre is scheduled to close in 
2019 and the remaining residents eagerly await their turn to experience Membership in the community of 
their choice.



OUR GOALS - SELF-DETERMINATION

Self-Determination is about having an active and decisive voice in decisions which affect one’s life. To this end, 
the SACL is focusing on the following key areas this year:

Self-Directed Funding
Self-Directed Funding (SDF) is a funding option for individuals with intellectual disabilities that gives them 
choice and control over how their support dollars are spent. Unlike other funding arrangements, Self-Direct-
ed Funding is a model that provides funding directly to the individual as opposed to their service provider 
so that they can customize every aspect of their life to suit their own unique situation. Self-Directed Funding 
provides clear Self-Determination to the individual with an intellectual disability, because the individual 
manages the funding alongside the supporters of their choice to choose the supports and services that 
best suit their needs.

The SACL spent over 10 years advocating for the creation of a form of individualized funding and four years 
working with the Ministry of Social Services on its implementation. Because of this, the SACL was actively in-
volved in the Self-Directed Funding demonstration project prior to its official launch in April 2017. Now that 
SDF is an option for everyone in Saskatchewan, the SACL’s staff continue to support the initial recipients 
while engaging with and guiding new individuals and families through the process. The SACL is appointed 
to the Ministry-Community Joint Self-Directed Funding Committee, and is actively working with the ministry 
on implementation and program development.

Transitions to Inclusive Community Living
As adults leave the family home to live independently they are seeking opportunities to live in inclusive set-
tings with services that support the idea of community living. Individuals are seeking home and services that 
support their rights to independence and self-determination – with choice and opportunity that is self-di-
rected. Unfortunately, many supports and services limit an individual’s access to inclusive community living. 
Services should provide supports that are minimally intrusive and that support as much independence as is 
possible for the individual to live inclusively in community.

To achieve Transitions to Inclusive Community Living, the SACL is working to ensure that:

 • Community-based, self-directed housing options are available.
 • Planning is person-centred and occurs within a culture of person-centredness.
 • Individuals and their support networks are educated about inclusive community living options.

The SACL is working with the Canadian Association for Community Living on ‘My Home My Community’, a 
national project aimed at establishing inclusive community living through housing. We are working with the 
Ministry of Social Services towards creating a more person-centred service delivery model in Saskatchewan 
and with the broader community for the development of services that are individualized and inclusive.
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OUR STRENGTHS

Our Staff
The Saskatchewan Association for Community Living has an ambitious number of priorities in addition to existing 
projects, supports provided, and contractual obligations. We achieve these projects, supports, and obligations by 
employing a well-trained, professional, and educated workforce made up of committed individuals who strongly 
believe in our Mission, Vision, and Values. They are passionate about promoting inclusion and supporting indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities and their families in this province. The SACL will continue to recruit and retain 
employees who are self-motivated, pro-actively approach challenges, have strong verbal and written communica-
tion skills, and have demonstrated research capabilities. Through a dedicated and inspired workforce, the SACL 
will continue to advance inclusion for all in Saskatchewan.

Our Partnerships
In order to meet and exceed the SACL’s objectives and our community’s expectations, it is critical that we foster 
strong working relationships with key stakeholders. This includes, but is not limited to, the Provincial Government, 
the Federal Government, Community-Based Organizations (CBOs), Community Funders, Corporate Sponsors, 
Individual Donors, and other common interest groups. The SACL believes in partnering with others with same or 
similar goals and beliefs and has found that it is the best method to obtain the desired outcomes and results for 
all involved. Our approach is based on information sharing and collaboration in a trusting and transparent work-
ing relationship. Experience has shown that the most successful approaches leading to positive changes which 
advance inclusion are discovered through working together and benefiting from the synergy of all parties.

Our Sustainability
A relationship-building approach to fund development is creating sustainability for the SACL. The investments of 
the provincial Ministry of Social Services, the Ministry of Economy, and the federal department of Employment 
and Social Development Canada are critical to our efforts to support individuals and families. The SACL rais-
es awareness and engages donors through our informational Inclusion Tours and annual Inclusion Fundraising 
Events. Our donors and sponsors respond generously to individuals with intellectual disabilities who tell their own 
story. This approach creates an increasing, sustainable, and diversified revenue stream.

The SACL is also supported by Community Living, which was established by the SACL in 1989 as our clothing 
donation fundraising arm. Our sustainability is further enhanced by the Michael and Peter Malech Endowment 
Fund, which was established in 1996 to enhance the quality of life for individuals with intellectual disabilities in 
perpetuity.
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OUR FUTURE

People with intellectual disabilities encounter steep barriers when attempting to navigate systems that were de-
signed for people without disabilities. They are among the most vulnerable, socially excluded, and disadvantaged 
Canadians, with three out of four living in poverty and in poor health. While we’ve grown as an organization, we 
are only able to provide direct supports to a small portion of the roughly 16,500 people with intellectual disabili-
ties in Saskatchewan each year. In order to attempt to bridge this gap, the Saskatchewan Association for Commu-
nity Living is strategically focusing on creating system-wide change by working with employers, educators, and 
various departments of the Saskatchewan government.

While there have been great successes, like the implementation of Self-Directed Funding in April of 2017, there is 
much work yet to do. There are still entire communities in Northern Saskatchewan that go without basic services 
and supports. Even with the Saskatchewan Assured Income for Disability program in place, people with intellec-
tual disabilities are among the poorest members of our society. There are still classrooms and schools where chil-
dren with intellectual disability do not experience full inclusion. There are still people with intellectual disabilities 
living in institutions who deserve to experience community living.

The SACL has a comprehensive approach to achieving these long-term systemic change goals, ensuring that in-
dividuals with intellectual disabilities and their families are fully, actively, and centrally engaged in the process of 
informing and influencing planning, practice, and policy. By working collaboratively with various segments of the 
public, civic, and corporate sectors over the past 60 years, the SACL has developed an impressive track record 
of influencing public attitudes with innovative and positive solutions. By continuing with this approach, we are 
confident that over the next three years more citizens of Saskatchewan with intellectual disabilities will experience 
full citizenship, membership, and self-determination within their communities.
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MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT

Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam 
rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 
Nemo enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni do-
lores eos qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit 
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aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. Nemo 
enim ipsam voluptatem quia voluptas sit aspernatur aut odit aut fugit, sed quia consequuntur magni dolores eos 
qui ratione voluptatem sequi nesciunt. Neque porro quisquam est, qui dolorem ipsum quia dolor sit amet, con-
sectetur, adipisci velit, sed quia non numquam eius modi temporafndiofg. 
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quam nihil molestiae consequatur, vel illum qui dolorem eum fugiat quo voluptas nulla pariatur?
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Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque laudantium, totam rem 
aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 
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ALL DONATIONS SUPPORT INDIVIDUALS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES IN SASKATCHEWAN


